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can actually climb when using two of them only. This
means that when cruising the engines can be run well
throttled down and made to give the requisite power
under very favourable conditions. The aeroplane, more-
over, has an ample reserve of power for flight when the
air is thin or it has to take off a high aerodrome in hot
weather. It seats twelve people including two crew, and
possesses a range without refuelling of $2$ miles.
Each passenger is allowed a weight of 225 pounds for
himself and free luggage. A passenger weighing eleven
stone can therefore take 70 pounds of luggage free. The
ticket includes meals en route^ and excess luggage is
carried at half rates. The Hercules has a top speed of
130 m.p.h., and can cruise comfortably in warm-weather
conditions at 95 m.p.h.
During the preliminary organization of the route to
India via the Persian Gulf, a hitch occurred, and the
Persian Government failed to ratify a provisional agree-
ment allowing Imperial Airways aircraft to fly over
Persian territory, with the result that instead of a fort-
nightly service between Cairo and Karachi, a fortnightly
service between Cairo and Basrah was actually put into
operation. The first normal service was operated from
Basrah to Cairo on January 7th, 1927, and in the reverse
direction the following Wednesday. The service was
run at fortnightly intervals until April, 1927, when, the
whole fleet of five Hercules aircraft having been delivered,
a regular weekly service was started which has run up to
the present time.
It was desirable in organizing a route of this sort to
have stages, not too long, say 250 to 300 miles, and as
nearly as possible of equal length. In the Cairo-Basrah
section the stages became Cairo (Heliopolis)—Gaza (in

